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Beyond the Beatles, into the 
partysphere
So I recently took a stroll down 
Jenny Lane (oh, c’mon, you 
saw that coming) to Canada’s 
most successful cancer-related 
fundraising gala, the 24th annual 
Daffodil Ball at Windsor Station 
benefiting the Canadian Cancer 
Society, where I was thrust into 
a psychedelic spectacular titled 
Imagine: The Beatles and Be-
yond. And lemme tell you, noties: 
the freedom-loving, boundary-
breaking Beatles boys — John, 
Ringo, Paul and George — would 
have been blown away by this 
Revolution in parties.

Masterminded once again by 
Alison Silcoff Events’ Alison 
J. Silcoff and Isabelle Lê, and 
chaired with passion and preci-
sion by Business Development 
Bank of Canada president/CEO 
Michael Denham (attending 
with wife Lorna), CIBC presi-
dent/CEO Victor G. Dodig (with 
wife Maureen), Osler, Hoskin 
& Harcourt managing partner 
Shahir Guindi (with wife Nelly 
Fanous) and Novacap president/
managing partner Pascal Trem-
blay (with wife Anik Chamber-
land), the ball tapped into titanic 
reserves of creativity and magic, 
and pushed the boundaries of 
modern technology and innova-
tion, to transport us all to an elec-
trified ’60s space beyond even the 
Beatles’ epic imaginations. Join 
me now as we recap the blast that 
was, for this supersized edition … 
LUCY IN THE SKY WITH  
DIAMONDS: At least that’s what 
Daff 2017 felt like, given all the 
fantastical decorative touches in-
corporating over 26,000 daffodils. 
Key highlights included a period-
perfect Volkswagen Beetle awash 
in peace signs and Union Jacks; 
a Bed-In for Peace starring Yoko 
and John lookalikes; an eight-
foot peace sign made of 3,000 
daffodils; six-foot centrepieces 
embedded with gerberas, daffo-
dils, LED lights and vinyl records; 
dynamic projection-mapping 
technology on three-dimensional 
wavy surfaces featuring ever-
changing ’60s scenes; and, the 
kicker, a 40-by 16-foot Mondrian-
inspired 3D dividing wall with 
Beatles-inspired graphics on the 
cocktail side and video mapping 
on the dining side. 

DAFFODIL BALL MOVES TO A BEATLES BEAT
BEYOND EXPECTATIONS: Six hundred and fifty jaws dropped as guests entered an electrified ’60s-inspired space beyond even the Beatles’ epic imaginations, at the 2017 Daffodil Ball  
benefiting the Canadian Cancer Society.  S T E P H A N E  P O I R I E R

COCKTAIL KICKOFF: Against the backdrop of a Mondrian-inspired dividing 
wall, and under a cacophony of suspended Union Jack umbrellas, guests 
mixed and mingled.  K A R E L  C H L A D E K

TWIST AND SHOUT! Buzz-bringing DJ Abeille gets everyone twisting and 
shouting at the ball.  S T E P H A N E  P O I R I E R

DREAMTEAMERS: Committee members Sophie Durocher, Figi Elman, Nathalie Schwartz Décarie, party architects Isabelle Lê, Alison J. Silcoff, event 
chairs Michael Denham, Pascal Tremblay, Victor G. Dodig, and Shahir Guindi, and still more members, Francine Prud’homme, Jeannie Saunders, Lolitta 
Dandoy, Katia Piccolino, Karim Leduc and Sandrine Bohbot bask in the magic of their successful night at the annual Daffodil Ball at Windsor Station.   

A L L E N  M C I N N I S

BEAUTIES OF BALNEA: Balnea 
founder/co-owner Stéphanie Émond 
and PR powerhouse Nadine Lajoie 
dial up the huestastic.   

K A R E L  C H L A D E K

#STATEMENTMAKERS: Entrepre-
neurial force Philippe de Gaspé 
Beaubien in custom Cloakroom 
and wife, beauty industry disrupter 
Nannette de Gaspé Beaubien in 
Valentino, stop for a photo.   

K A R E L  C H L A D E K

Psychedelic 
spectacular benefits 
Canadian Cancer 
Society
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DYNAMIC DUO: Solange Dugas  
and husband, the legendary  
Hon. Lucien Bouchard, bring their 
stylish A-games to the event.   

K A R E L  C H L A D E K

MANULIFE MAGIC: Louise  
Beauregard and husband, Manulife  
president/CEO Richard Payette, 
were elegance personified.   

K A R E L  C H L A D E K



ROLLING WITH IT: World-famous, 
Cali-based acrobatic roller-skaters 
the Rock n’Rollers wow with chore-
ography by Emmy-nominated Fred 
Tallaksen.  K A R E L  C H L A D E K

FOODIE FUN: Queen E chef-wizards 
take presentation seriously, with 
themed courses like a Yellow 
Submarine appetizer at the Daffodil 
Ball.  K A R E L  C H L A D E K

THAT KIND OF ENTRANCE: Liaison 
extraordinaire Tho Vo and wife, 
Isabelle Lê, of Alison Silcoff Events 
hang with “John and Yoko” at the 
Bed-In for Peace.  A L L E N  M C I N N I S

STAIR MASTERS: Bouclair’s Daph-
née Gagnon, in Hervé Léger, plastic 
surgeon Karl Schwarz, in Tom Ford, 
and wife, anesthesiologist Niki 
Jecen Schwarz, in Missoni, climb 
the stairway to fabulous at the 2017 
Daffodil Ball.  K A R E L  C H L A D E K

BEATLES OF THE BALL: Novacap president/managing partner Pascal (Paul) 
Tremblay, Kevlar’s Philippe (John) Morin, David (George) Delli Fraine and 
Stingray tops Eric (Ringo) Boyko pose with poise and panache during  
cocktails at the annual Daffodil Ball.  K A R E L  C H L A D E K

BLACK-TIE FABULOUS: Montreal 
Gazette editor-in-chief Lucinda 
Chodan and husband Dave Clarke 
sport style and smiles.   

K A R E L  C H L A D E K

STAR POWER: Zombie Boy, Karim Leduc, Jessika 
Dénommée, Olympian Maxime Dufour-Lapointe 
(in Boutique PRFKT), fellow Olympian and sister 
Chloé Dufour-Lapointe (in Marie Saint Pierre), Aude 
Schneider, Lolitta Dandoy, brother Jhonny Dandoy 
and DJ Abeille (in foreground) get into the spirit at 
the ’60s-themed Daffodil Ball.  K A R E L  C H L A D E K

LUXE SQUAD: Arlene Torriani, in 
Tara Jarmon, and husband, Ritz-
Carlton Montreal tops Andrew 
Torriani, pose with Team Montblanc: 
Vibi Patel in Tres Chic Styling,  
Sandrine Bohbot in Atelier Privé 
and husband, Michael Delouya in 
Suit Supply.  K A R E L  C H L A D E K

POWER BROKERS: Great-West 
Life’s Anthony Cardone, Financière 
Éthicor’s Guy Ouellette, BFL Canada 
Consulting Services’ David Vanasse 
and RBC Royal Bank, Quebec Head-
quarters’ Martin Thibodeau seal a 
big deal (wink).  K A R E L  C H L A D E K

HOLLYWOOD WORTHY: Nathalie 
Forcier, white hot in Elie Saab, 
enjoys the Dafftastic with equally 
stylish husband, BMO Capital  
Markets managing director  
Grégoire Baillargeon, in Burberry.   

K A R E L  C H L A D E K

Come Together, did they ever! 
Kudos to Decor and More (over-
all décor), Total Events (techni-
cal design and production), Yves 
Chénier (floral design), Location 
Gervais (rentals), eXtension 
concepts (projection surfaces) 
and Scène Scapin (staging and 
drapes). 
HERE COMES THE SUN: Little 
darlings, let’s just say the enter-
tainment this year was sunny 
indeed and we all had tickets to 
ride. Ensemble Tryade, a tal-
ented string quartet, initiated the 
fun and fab with Beatles tunes, 
followed by superstar tribute 
band Replay — the Beatles Trib-
ute, who wowed with successive 
sets in Ed Sullivan-era and Sgt. 
Pepper sartorials. Next, the Rock 
n’Rollers, a.k.a. world-famous 
Cali-based acrobatic roller-skat-
ers Ryan Carrillo and Candice 
Heiden, took us for a coaster of 
a good time with a routine by 
Emmy-nominated choreogra-
pher Fred Tallaksen (who, FYI, 
taught Madonna how to skate), 
before buzz-making DJ Abeille 
got us all twisting and shouting. 
I WANT TO HOLD YOUR HAND...: 
but not during dinner, ’cause I 
needed both hands to enjoy the 
ingenious-themed creations by 
Armanda Arruda’s chef wizards 
at the Queen E. Think Yellow 
Submarine and Octopus’s Gar-
den appetizers, Imagine quail 
and foie gras second courses 
(masterfully disguised as gleam-
ing apples), classic British steak 
and kidney pie main courses, and 
fruitacular Strawberry Fields for 
dessert, all served with comple-
mentary wines. Note that apps 
during cocktails were equally 
inspired, boasting traditional fish 
and chips and a special imaGINe 
and Tonic cocktail.
IN MY LIFE…: I’ve never seen such 
good gifting. Swag was swagili-
cious with lush loot provided 
by the haute likes of Giorgio Ar-
mani, Christofle, Montblanc, Bal-
nea réserve thermale, MissFresh, 
Medispa Mont-Royal, Elite 
Laser, Yoga Vieux Montréal and 
Billionaire Brows. Raffle prizes 
(valued at $144,000) rocked our 
worlds, too, with over-the-top of-
ferings like a $28,500 seven-day 
voyage on The World.
HELP!:The ball was so packed 
with primo peeps, this Social Gal 
almost needed an oxygen fix. 

On the celeb front, the dream 
scene swarmed with hip happen-
ers like MC and media personal-
ity Isabelle Racicot; actress and 
radio host Julie du Page with 
husband, Dazmo’s Andrew Lapi-
erre; journalist Sophie Durocher 
with husband Richard Martin-
eau; media personality Virginie 
Coossa with fiancé, actor/direc-
tor Claude Meunier; songstress 
Ima with Bruno Savard; Olym-
pic sisters Chloé and Maxime 
Dufour-Lapointe; Zombie Boy; 
and she who always gets us 
grooving, DJ Abeille Gélinas.

On the biz front, the crew was 
equally right-on, topped by past 
chairs, Cogeco’s Louis Audet with 
wife Jocelyne Francoeur-Audet, 
CAE’s Marc Parent, Norton Rose 
Fulbright Canada’s Norman M. 
Steinberg with wife Renée Kes-
sler, and Medisys’s Dr. Sheldon 
Elman with wife Dr. Meryl Elman, 
as well as (brace yourselves for 
the CEO and power sightings, 
noties!): Rio Tinto’s Alfredo 
Barrios with wife Elena; Cas-
cades’ Mario Plourde with Marie 
Letarte; Desjardins’ Guy Cormier 
with Julie Forgues; SNC-Lavalin’s 
Neil Bruce with Emma Griffin; 
Stingray Digital’s Eric Boyko with 
love Audrey Vallières; TD Bank’s 
Brian M. Levitt with wife Portia 
Leggat; McKesson Canada’s Paula 
Keays with Pierre Lapointe; Ray-
mond Chabot Grant Thornton’s 
Emilio B. Imbriglio with Lyne 

Tourigny; Manulife’s Richard Pay-
ette with wife Louise Beauregard; 
Pharmascience’s Morris Good-
man with Lillian Vineberg; Gold-
man Sachs Canada’s Jason Rowe; 
Lowe’s Sylvain Prud’homme 
with Claire Chevrier; Cossette’s 
Mélanie Dunn with Louis Duch-
esne; the Montreal Gazette’s 
Lucinda Chodan with husband 
Dave Clarke; Groupe Copley’s 
Alan Rossy with wife Roula; La 
Presse’s Guy Crevier with wife 
Anick Beaubien; Lassonde’s Jean 
Gattuso with Sophie Labrecque; 
BMO Capital Markets’ Grégoire 
Baillargeon with wife Nathalie 
Forcier; Telus’s François Gratton 
with Amélie Cliche; RBC Royal 
Bank’s Martin Thibodeau with 
wife Caroline Desrosiers; Groupe 
Canam’s Marc Dutil with Cathe-
rine Larochelle; Nova Steel’s Scott 
B. Jones with wife Sophie; the 
Hon. Lucien Bouchard with wife 
Solange Dugas; Bouclair’s Daph-
née Gagnon; WSP’s Alexandre 
L’Heureux with Valéry Zamuner; 
Mirum’s Mark Goodman with 
Sylvia Durgeria; Profusion Immo-
bilier’s Carl Rémillard Fontaine 
with wife Lindsay Neufield; Ritz-
Carlton Montreal’s Andrew Tor-
riani with wife Arlene; Laurence 
Sellyn with wife Kathryn; Société 
Générale’s Pierre Matusze-
wski with Concepción’s Peralta 
Matuszewski; Mavrik Corp.’s 
Mark Pathy with wife Jessica; 
entrepreneurial force Philippe 
de Gaspé Beaubien with wife, 
Nannette de Gaspé Masques’ 
Nannette de Gaspé Beaubien; Dr. 
Tassos Dionisopoulos with Ari-
ella Lang; and National PR exec 
Christine Boivin with husband, 
Catsima’s Simon Dupéré. (Whew! 
That brings new meaning to the 
’60s slang “boss”!) 
ALL YOU NEED IS LOVE AND A LIT-
TLE HELP FROM YOUR FRIENDS: 
After hips swished to the final su-
perbeat, and guests readied them-
selves for the customary parting 
smoked meat sandwich, Isabelle 
announced the post-raffle, outta-
sight tally: $1.73 million for the 
Canadian Cancer Society, funds 
integral to its mission to eradicate 
cancer (more than one in three 
Canadians will develop the dis-
ease in their lifetime) via research 
and prevention, while lending 
essential support to people living 
with the disease. None of this 
could have been possible without 
the love and support of gener-
ous guests, devoted sponsors 
including BDC, Caisse de dépôt et 
placement du Québec, Cascades, 
CIBC, Desjardins, Fasken Martin-
eau, KPMG, McKesson Canada, 
Power Corporation of Canada, 
Rio Tinto and Scotiabank, and, of 
course, the indefatigable com-
mittee, including The World’s 
Francine Prud’homme (attending 
with husband Luc), Figi Elman 
(with husband Stuart), Nathalie 
Schwartz Décarie (with husband, 
Triotech’s Charles Décarie), the 
Ritz-Carlton Montreal’s Katia 
Piccolino (with husband Rosa-
rio Campanella), Montblanc’s 
Sandrine Bohbot (with husband 
Michael Delouya, also of Mont-
blanc), SNC-Lavalin’s Erik J. 
Ryan (with Anne-Marie Lussier), 
Dulcedo’s Karim Leduc (with 
Jessika Dénommée), Engel & 
Völkers’s Martin Rouleau, and 
Jeannie Saunders. Predictably, 
representatives of the Canadian 
Cancer Society, including na-
tional chairperson Robert Lawrie, 
national president/CEO Lynne 
Hudson, Quebec executive direc-
tor Suzanne Dubois and Quebec 
chairperson Pierre Richard, were 
beyond pleased.
Noties, that does it for now … 
with all my loving. Daffodil fields 
forever. Tomorrow, I’ll miss you. 
Peace out. 
For more exclusive pix and pop  
from this gas and others, rave on  
to diaryofasocialgal.com.
jenn@diaryofasocialgal.com

Ball packed with cream of the 
city’s crop, and they gave big
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TWIGGY, SHRIMPTON AND MORE: TROUVÉ Mtl’s Chloé 
Teasdale in BCBGMAXAZRIA, Felicie Hubert in Boutique 
Venus, TROUVÉ Mtl’s Annie-Claude Roy in Portrait Zhivago, 
real estate broker Natalia Blanchette in BCBGMAXAZRIA, 
model Michelle Mchugh in Wayne Clark, med sales maestro 
Monica Whelan in Angelina Faccenda, and PR powerhouse 
Karine Savage in BCBGMAXAZRIA.  A L L E N  M C I N N I S

CELEBRITY SOCIAL GALS: Song-
stress Ima, actress and radio host 
Julie du Page, in RW & CO, journalist 
Sophie Durocher, and MC/media 
personality Isabelle Racicot, in Car-
men Marc Valvo.  A L L E N  M C I N N I S

THE LOOK OF LOVE: Actor/come-
dian/director Claude Meunier 
and fiancée, media personality 
Virginie Coossa, make an indelible 
impression on the 2017 Daffodil 
Ball.  A L L E N  M C I N N I S
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THE NEW ASTON MARTIN DB11 HAS ARRIVED.

CONTACT US TO ARRANGE A TEST DRIVE.

514.334.9910 | DECARIE.COM

ASTON MARTIN MONTREAL

Official government fuel consumption figures in US mpg for the Aston Martin DB11: urban 15; extra urban 21; combined 17. CO2 emissions 386 g/mile.
The mpg/fuel economy figures quoted are sourced from official regulated test results obtained through laboratory testing. They are for comparability purposes
only and may not reflect your real driving experience, which may vary depending on factors including road conditions, weather, vehicle load and driving style.
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